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Year 1 Science: How do umbrellas keep us dry? 
 

Work Together Concept: Material Properties   
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does this link to previous and future learning? 
 

 
 
 

 

Crucial Knowledge:   
• Distinguish between an object and the 

material from which it is made. 

• Identify and name a variety of 

everyday materials, including wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock. 

• Describe the simple physical properties 

of a variety of everyday materials. 

• Compare and group together a variety 

of everyday materials on the basis of 

their simple physical properties. 
 
 

Vocabulary: 

Object, material, wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, 

rock, brick, paper, fabric, elastic, foil, 

card/cardboard, rubber, wool, clay, hard, soft, 

stretchy, stiff, bendy, floppy, waterproof, absorbent, 

breaks/tears, rough, smooth, shiny, dull, see-through, 

not see-through 

 
Key Learning 

All objects are made of one or more materials. Some objects can be 

made from different materials e.g. plastic, metal or wooden spoons. 

 

Materials can be described by their properties e.g. shiny, stretchy, 

rough etc. Some materials e.g. plastic can be in different forms with 

very different properties. 

ELG – Know about 

similarities and 
differences in 

relation to places, 
objects, materials 
and living things 

 

Y2 – Identify and 
compare 

suitability of 
everyday 
materials 

  

Y2 – some materials 

can be changed by 
squashing, bending, 

twisting and 
stretching. 

 

Y3 – Compare and 
group materials 

based on magnet 
attraction 

 


