
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Curriculum: 
Writing  

Stretton St Matthews  
C.E. Primary School 

The Gateway:  
‘Hook’ session to intrigue and enthuse children.   

Revisit previous mastery and ongoing skills.  

The Pathway: 
Children introduced to three new writing skills from 

their year group curriculum. Opportunities to practise 
and apply these skills through short  

and extended writing tasks. 

Writeaway: 
Section and sequence texts 

independently or collaboratively. 
Create extended pieces of writing and 
opportunities to apply mastery skills.  

Assessment 
3 assessed pieces of writing per half 

term checked against the keys. 



The English Curriculum: Intent and Vision 
 

“Make it a rule never to give a child a book you would not read yourself.” 
George Bernard Shaw 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

English Teaching Sequence and Methodology: 
Pathways to Write   

 
Pathways is a methodology designed to equip pupils with key skills to move them through the writing 
process towards their final outcome. It is built around units of work that follow a mastery approach to the 
teaching of writing. 
 
Key elements of Pathways to Write: 

• Six detailed units of work for each year group from EYFS to Year 6 
• Fully resourced sessions inspired by engaging texts 
• Develops vocabulary, reading and writing skills through the mastery approach 
• Links creatively to the wider curriculum 
• Challenges greater depth writers 

 
 

At St Matthew's, we believe that a quality Literacy (English) curriculum should develop children’s love 
of reading, writing and discussion whilst immersing them in the world of literature. Our staff inspire 
children by sharing their own love of literature and writing. We have a rigorous and well-organised 
English curriculum that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. 
Writing is regularly celebrated and promoted throughout the school year to provide children with a 
sense of purpose and ownership. In addition to our curriculum, we believe it is important to provide 
children with experiences and opportunities that allow them to see writing and literature in action and 
apply their own skills and passions.  
  
Our curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English 2014 to enable all 
children to: 
● read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
● develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
● acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 
reading, writing and spoken language 
● appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
● write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of 
contexts, purposes and audiences 
● use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 
understanding and ideas 
● are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to 
others and participating in debate. 
  
These aims are embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider curriculum. We will provide the 
means for children to develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which follows a clear pathway of 
progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. Rigorous assessment and review will 
ensure that we are able to provide targeted support so that all children experience success in literacy; 
we believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high-quality education and will give our 
children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society. 

 



To support this approach, clear detailed lesson plans and resources are linked to a high-quality 
text. Pathways to Write ensures engaging and purposeful English lessons. The units can be used 
thematically to encourage a whole school approach to writing with the opportunity for topics to link across 
all year groups. 
Each unit covers a range of areas in the national curriculum: 

• Mastery of vocabulary, grammar and punctuation skills 
• Writing a range of genres across a year 
• Vocabulary development 
• Using a wider range of reading comprehension strategies as a whole class 
• Spoken language activities including drama and presentations 
• Opportunities for practising previously taught genres 
• An extended, independent piece of writing 

 
This process follows three stages… 
 
The Gateway (1-2 lessons) 

• Begin at the Gateway with a ‘hook’ session to intrigue and enthuse young writers 
• Use objects, people, images or role-play to stimulate questions about the chosen text 
• Give pupils the opportunity to predict the text 
• Establish the purpose and audience of the writing 

• Revisit previous mastery skills and ongoing skills 
 

The Pathway (10 lessons) 
• Introduce pupils to three new writing skills from their year group curriculum 

• Provide opportunities to practise and apply the skill they have learnt through short and extended 
writing tasks including character descriptions, poetry, dialogue between characters, fact files or 
diary entries in role 

• Provide opportunities to re-cap and apply previously taught skills 
• Challenge greater depth writers through a wider range of tasks e.g. changes to form, viewpoint and 

audience 

 
Writeaway (4 lessons) 

• Section and sequence texts independently or collaboratively 

• Create extended pieces of writing over time 

• Opportunity to apply mastery skills 
• Time for planning, writing, checking, editing, redrafting and publishing 

• A fiction or non-fiction outcome will be written (covering a wide range of genres and themes over 
the year) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Keys: Gateway, Mastery and Feature   
 
The keys are listed at the start of each unit.  
• Gateway keys are the skills that should have been previously taught.  
• Mastery keys are the main skills that will be focused on throughout the unit. The         symbol is used each 
time there is a focus on a mastery skill.  
• Feature keys are the features of the writing genre that is the outcome for each unit. Each set of Feature 
keys has the same structure – vocabulary of the genre, how sentences and tenses are used and the overall 
structure of each one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pupils working below ARE 
 
The Pathways to Write Progression in Mastery Skills document support teachers in tracking skills back for 
pupils working below age-related expectations. For example, if pupils in year 5 are not ready to be using 
relative clauses (if this is one of the mastery keys), tracking back through the document might take the 
focus back to year 1 if this is where the pupil is working at. The focus would then be joining clauses using 
and instead of relative clauses.  The units are not differentiated specifically however activities can be 
adapted by the teacher to meet the needs of the lower attainers. 
 

Pathways to Write: EYFS 
 

The books at the core of the units have been carefully selected to engage and inspire, and to provide 
plentiful opportunities for following the interests of pupils. Each unit considers the characteristics of 
effective learning and these are promoted throughout. The Plan, Do, Review model is also followed to 
encourage child-initiated learning and to respond to the interests of the child, additional suggestions for 
which are included in each unit.  
 
Although progression is clearly planned across the six half-termly units, they do not need to be followed 
chronologically. We understand that learning in early years is not linear and does not take place in a set 15 
x 1-hour sessions. Therefore, although the structure is the same as for the rest of the school, our EYFS 
teacher uses their professional judgement and adapts the units to support the needs of the individual class.  
 
This might mean not doing all 15 sessions or it might mean doing certain activities with a small group of 
children.  



Coverage of National Curriculum Skills 
 
All objectives for each year group linked to spoken language, reading comprehension, and writing 
composition are planned across the programme. These are included within the planning documents for 
each unit and are detailed in the lesson planning notes. There are many opportunities for the application of 
phonics and spelling within the programme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Developing Vocabulary  
 

Alongside key writing skills, Pathways to 
Write also builds in extensive 
opportunities to develop and apply 
vocabulary.  
 
Vocabulary boxes are in every unit and 
give guidance on tiers of vocabulary 
and of the vocabulary that is developed 
within the unit.  
 
This includes opportunities for 
application of the word list words for 
years 3/4 and years 5/6 and common 
exception words for year 1/year 2. 
 
Pathways to Write aims to develop 
word depth with children by developing 
a planned approach to explaining words 
and meaningful, repeated exposure to 
them 
 
 



Dictation 
 

Dictation exercises help pupils focus on both the form (accuracy of language) and the meaning of the text and will be used in all 
year groups where appropriate (e.g. spelling lessons, writing modelling). This balance is important in language learning, as it 
ensures that pupils are not only correct in their use of language but also comprehend what they are writing or speaking. It allows 
students to watch as an adult writes using many conventions of writing, such as letter formation, punctuation, spacing between 
words, and more. 
 
At St Matthew’s, dictation is used as a powerful tool to support the development of listening skills, vocabulary, transcription and 
composition for our youngest learners and beyond. In EYFS, during the Autumn term, staff will use dictation during phonics and 
Pathways to Write lessons in order to support all learners with composition and transcription. From Spring onwards, based on 
assessments, learners will begin to independently compose phrases and sentences with support from staff, alongside dictation 
activities.  In some cases, learners will be taught dictation throughout the entirety of EYFS to support them in developing 
transcription skills. However, for the majority of children, our aspiration is to provide appropriate challenge and replace 
dictation with appropriate scaffolding and support.  
 
Pupils’ writing during Year 1 will generally develop at a slower pace than their reading. This is because they need to encode the 
sounds they hear in words (spelling skills), develop the physical skill needed for handwriting, and learn how to organise their 
ideas in writing. During the Autumn term, children will write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include 
words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far. Writing simple dictated sentences that include words taught 
so far gives pupils opportunities to apply and practise their spelling. Towards the end of the Autumn term, children will be 
supported with some dictated sentences, but by the Spring term, children will begin to form sentences independently.  
 

Handwriting 

 
At St Matthew’s, we deliver weekly handwriting lessons using Nelson Handwriting scheme. Teachers model, guide and support 
learners during these sessions using the structured progression resources. Over time, the scheme develops children’s fine motor 
skills, early letter formation, knowledge of letter formation and patterns) and builds in spelling patterns and rules. The sessions 
begin with whole-class modelling of, and child participation in, the letter form or join. The focus is then followed by extra and 
extension activities which increase in difficulty.  
 
In addition to our handwriting lessons, from Year 1 onwards, children will begin their writing lesson with a handwriting pit-stop. 
These pit-stops will be structured and modelled by the teacher and will include a letter (year 1 and 2 only), a digraph/trigraph 
(Year 1 and 2 only), a word and a sentence. Phonemes and words should be based on the children’s current ability and past 
learning. They should also include the key vocabulary outlined in the Pathways to Write units for that half term.  
 

Spellings 
 

To support our children with spellings, from Year 2 onwards, each child receives a Personal Dictionary. As part of our marking 
policy, teachers identify up to 3 spellings from a piece of English or extended foundation subject writing. Children practice these 
spellings in their books and add them to their Personal Dictionary to support them with learning these spellings over time. Other 
identified spellings can be added to the dictionary at any time. Once teachers have recognised that children have mastered a 
spelling, it can be ticked off in their Personal Dictionary.  

 

Pathways to Write: Assessment 
 

Writing assessment grids for each year group are used as a tool to support assessment of groups or 
individuals. Each grid provides the whole year group curriculum on a single page for ease of reference.  
 
Children complete one assessed piece of writing per half term. These assessed writes are completed in 
‘Pathways to Write’ exercise books which go with the children throughout each year group to see 
progression in their learning journey once they reach the end of KS2.  
In addition to the half termly assessed writes, children will complete shorter writing tasks throughout the 
unit to practise and apply using mastery keys in new contexts.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children working at Greater Depth 
 
Pathways to Write is a mastery approach to the teaching of writing and therefore units of work are not 
differentiated. However, within each planning document there are opportunities  and suggestions for 
extending and challenging more able writers.  

  
 



Whole School Curriculum Overview  EYFS-Y6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Curriculum Overview EYFS 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Curriculum Overview Y1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Curriculum Overview Y2 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Curriculum Overview Y3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Curriculum Overview Y4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Curriculum Overview Y5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Curriculum Overview Y6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Progression in Mastery: Y1-Y6  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progression in Mastery: Y1-Y6  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progression in Mastery: Y1-Y6  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progression in Mastery: Y1-Y6  
 



Reading and Spoken Language Progression EYFS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and Spoken Language Progression Year 1  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and Spoken Language Progression Year 2  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and Spoken Language Progression Year 3 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and Spoken Language Progression Year 4  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and Spoken Language Progression Year 5  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and Spoken Language Progression Year 6  
 



 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Autumn A decide check disappointment 
discover delight realise head 
back reach wonderful penguin 
office float South Pole rowboat 
south waves mountains 

Mucky 
squelchy  
polite  
loopy first-class  
dull  
caves  
foghorn creature heebie-
jeebies 

Seal Surfer 
 
Smudge, nuzzle, burst, fade, 
brim, haul, wrench, gather, 
heave, buffet, churn, dissolve, 
gale, boulder, harbour, horizon, 
quay, moult, somersault, 
corkscrew 

obsession dejected tingle 
impression awesome bluff 
charge glance lounge theme 
parcel primate ape chestnut 
kin stem vegetarian patchwork 
symbolism 

restless fearless outstretched 
visible cascading plunge 
pounding hypnotised 
survive/survival adjusted 
discombobulation spectators 
remarkable locomotive 
handkerchiefs barrel lecture 
halls currents downriver 
shoreline widow rapids 
waterfall 

friction benevolence 
compassion angst authority 
conflict dispute timidly 
pounding invaded Jew Jewish 
holocaust Nazi occupation 
apartment thread keyhole 
Madame Monsieur community 

Autumn B nibble chomp curious rascal 
critter adventure nab cottage 
hullabaloo crate forest 
beanstalk goose atlas mountain 
tambourine 

faded bleary peered enormous 
necessary return  
butting startled explore  
twinkle  
barn  
owl  
deckchair campfire wellington 
telescope planets 
 supper moonlight rooftops 

Winter’s Child 
 
Mutter, crisp, gaze, distant, 
pale, tinkle, criss-cross, tracks, 
fetch, thaw, shoot, lake, valley, 
ravine 
Waterfalls, snowdrift, icicle, 
frost, chimes, reed 

impatient lantern fidget twitch 
swish lurch awkward applause 
astonishment majestic big top 
lantern braid barrel organ 
carousel mechanical 
handkerchief pantaloon 
trousers lute 

drifted skywards villainous 
vicious hobbled hysterical 
wailing sorrow seized thorniest 
hideously sullen remains 
kindling spittle oak tree silver 
birch walnut (face) cinders 

originally especially including 
affected definitely exactly 
fewer particular accidentally 
probably managed 
unfortunately Panthera tigris 
breeding grassland swampy 
appetite disease rancher 
prairies captive/captivity 
predator conservation(ists) 
population 

Spring A ignore forgotten toothsome 
tough mighty weeniest feast 
slumber whimper foe pack 
sand rock lion mouse paw plain 
mane week 

overlook perch havoc 
troublesome  
advice consult tragic lumbered 
wreckage venture telephone 
tulips sank water lilies pond 
encyclopaedia machine 
undercarriage engine  
fields 

Stone Age Boy 
 
Wander, stumble, relief, strike, 
chip, trim, wriggle, flicker, 
furious, pierce, skinning, 
smoke, stew, flint, spear, 
spearhead, grindstone, leather, 
ornament, archaeologist 

haggle protector looming 
quiver awning bray bolt muffle 
barren Roman forum tremor 
pumice molten citizen eruption 
earthquake excavate 

elements mighty bounded 
gravely ravaged realms peril 
endurance fruitful valiant 
ravines molten embers 
townsfolk meddler fjord 
warrior cauldron talon 

bore rattled ceased blossoms 
bitterly longed admired merely 
hastened slay ogre trespasser 
casement wound awe 

Spring B peep gasp toot thunderous din 
regal mutter tramp struck 
unusual wild statue midnight 
mammoth museum 
exhibition/exhibits underwater 
portrait carnivore extinct 
endangered 

bulged  
dainty 
mislaid  
private fortunate manly  
ceased adventurous 
contraptions befall  
sampler servant floorboards 
needle  
empire  
invent horseless carriage  
tunnel pantaloons 

Big Blue Whale 
 
Protected, creature, surface, 
bristly, gulp, slithers, nudges, 
feast, shallows, stranded, 
mammal, blowhole, baleen, 
krill, shrimp, shoal, sieve, 
blubber, Equator, dawn chorus 

vermillion spouting 
phenomenon tranquillity 
(in)hospitable (un)inhabited 
belched cinders navigate 
isolated erode colonise 
waterborne wind-dispersed 
fauna species crater tidal wave 
migrate thatched 

declared depended gathered 
experiment darkness explore 
exploration resilient aspiration 
impossible astronaut gravity 
lunar atmosphere universe 
galaxy spherical moonless 
orbited military 

thorough variety 
revolutionary emerge 
transform exchange 
magnificent stirring frequent 
flourish several evolution 
endemic seamount natural 
selection extinction 
descendants terrain elevation 
colony/colonise 

Summer A grew quiet scared resourceful 
clever helpful thoughtful beam 
probe float summer spaceship 
medal dawn reptile antennae 
sphere streamers 

flung  
supplies  
lurk  
pounce wander  
endless grazing  
awash nowadays pickings 
popgun  
stalking bracken tree stump 
doorknob land lynx human 
miles  
earth 

Journey 
 
Isolated, excluded, billowing, 
elegant, magnificent, crouch, 
fidget, sneer, hunch, 
atmosphere, dialogue, citadel, 
aqueduct, archway, canal lock, 
pennant, spire, dome 

surge gush billow chamber 
snatch mould clasp 
enchantment sprawl ebony 
glacier cavern stalactites 
stalagmites formation pools 
amethyst amber grotto ledge 

vanished emerged gathered 
jammed thundery managed 
scavenge responsible attention 
refrigerators carriage steam 
engine council rubbish dump 
stove machine brambles 
paradise poison 

fascinated villainous 
surrounded perilous pioneer 
inventor legacy innovations 
camouflaged seascape marine 
scorpion fish dorados emeralds 
sapphires rubies checkerboard 
fish truckfish moustache 



Summer B lolloping nip (into) peeked 
pleasant frothy nodded off 
pottering familiar penny 
dropped plonked bear wood 
minute twigs leaves cactus 
duvet 

pickle  
chap continue mumbled 
impossible scoff  
whine  
nervous humungous hoisted  
mural drainpipes storm  
shore  
oak bridge dawn afternoon 
ledge 

Zeraffa Giraffa 
 
Astonishing, epic, see-sawed, 
sip, cobblestones, glimpse, 
salon, soiree, rustle, balmy, 
pivot, acacia, Pasha, felucca, 
awning, amulet, taffeta, 
vineyard, mistral, mosaic 

habitat undergrowth 
vegetation species survival 
unique biodiversity 
understorey canopy equator 
temperate tropics emergent 
towering broad-leaved tropical 
deadliest variety 

tracked stalked tugged 
mournful endless rasping 
nuzzled blazing whimper the 
bush pride of lions honey birds 
a clearing herd acacia horizon 
poachers tuskers 

inventor obsession contraption 
setback ingenuity experiment 
elation triumph deceit 
contraption espionage 
mechanics pickpocket 
prototype aeronautical 
papermill airborne rooster 
poultry orphan 



 
SMSC in Writing at 

St Matthew’s 
 

 
 


