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At Stretton St Matthew’s, music is a highlight valued and integral part of school life. We provide a high-quality music education 

which enables children to develop a love of music whilst increasing self- confidence, creativity and a sense of achievement. Our 

aim is to encourage and provide a music education which inspires pupils and nurtures their talent as musicians. We feel that 

music is one of the most powerful and unique forms of communication that can change and impact the way that children think, 

feel and act and we strongly belove that every child should have the opportunity to develop their musical potential and we aim 

to nurture and encourage this musical development across the school.  

 

Through our whole school scheme (Charanga) we ensure that our music lessons are both inclusive and interactive so that 

children are both engaged and inspired within lessons. Our music curriculum aims to ensure that all children are provided with 

fun, practical and inspiring experiences so that they can enjoy all aspects of music which makes learning music an enjoyable 

experience for all and we encourage participation in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the 

confidence of all children.  

 

Children are given the opportunity to perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of periods, genres, styles and 

traditions. They learn to use their voices to create and compose music throughout school. Pupils are actively encouraged, and all 

given the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument, from standard classroom instruments to individual instrumental 

lessons with visiting music specialists.  

 

The elements of music are taught in classroom lessons so that children are able to use some of the language of music to dissect 

it, understand how it is made, played, appreciated and analysed. Playing various instruments enables children to use a range of 

methods to create notes and how to read basic music notation. They also learn how to compose, focusing on different 

dimensions of music which in turn feeds their understanding when listening, playing or analysing music.  

 

In KS1, children enjoy singing songs and rhymes and they are given the opportunity to play instruments which they use to create, 

select and combine sounds whilst listening to a wide range of music. In KS2, pupils build upon the skills acquired in KS1 and 

recieve weekly lessons and instrumental projects with a specialist music teacher. They deepen their understanding of music in 

the world and the significance of music. They are encouraged to explore their own musical preferences and discuss these with 

confidence.  

 

All children at St Matthew’s take part in weekly singing worship which contribute towards Harvest, Christmas and Easter 

celebrations as well as end of year performances. Children are provided with opportunities to perform together to share their 

work in music with parents, governors and our school community.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Intent  
 

 



Work Together 
Concepts 

Outcomes 

Pulse 
Children will be able to confidently identify and move to the pulse of a wide range of 
music, including different music styles. 

Rhythm Children will be able to identify the rhythm of a wide range of music, as well as 
create their own rhythm, independently and as a group. 

Pitch Children will be able to identify the pitch of a wide range of music. They will be able 
to discuss how high or low a note sounds, using musical words to describe the 
songs. 

Dynamics Children will recognize the dynamics of a piece of music and understand how 
dynamics can change the mood. They will be able to talk about the music and how it 
makes them feel using musical language. 

 
Tempo 
 

Children will be able to identify the tempo of a piece of music with ease and discuss 
how this changes the mood of the piece. They will be able to talk about the music and 
how it makes them feel using musical language. 

Timbre Children will understand timbre and be able to identify the quality of a musical note. 
They will be able to compare songs in the same style, talking about what stands out 
musically in each of them, including their similarities and differences. 

Structure 
Children will be able to identify the structure of a range of music and music styles, 
commenting on the arrangement and the order of the parts or sections of the music. 

Texture 
Children will understand the texture of a piece of music and be able to discuss how 
layers of sound within a piece of music interact. 

Notation 
Children will be able to write down music so that players can easily read the pitch and 
duration of the notes they are to play. 

Improvisation  Children will learn to create and compose music on their own and with others. 
Children may improvise using their voice, their instrument or both. Exploring and 
creating sound is vital. Improvisation will allow pupils to express themselves, build 
independence and take control of their own learning experience.  

Composition  Children will learn how to compose their own piece of music, learn about call and 
response rhythms and use notation so they can see the patterns and notes they 
have played.  

Performance  Children will be given opportunities to shine bright through musical performances. 
Children will work towards a performance throughout each half term. Performance 
logs the children’s progress and allows for engaging and relevant discussion to assist 
formative assessment. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Enrichment  
 

We enrich our music curriculum with many opportunities for children to perform and develop a wide range of skills both inside 
and outside of the classroom. In addition to our class instrumental projects, children in KS2 are offered the opportunity to take 
part in Warrington Youth Orchestra with their instrument provided by school. In addition to this, extra curricular opportunities 
include singing as part of one of our choirs; singing with the school in assemblies; taking part in annual musical events such as 
carol services, choir festivals, instrumental concerts and musical performances. 
  
By the time children leave St Matthew's, they will have a rapidly widened repertoire which they will be able to use to create 
original, imaginative, fluent and distinctive composing and performance works. The children leave us as musicians who possess 
the following traits: 

• Confidence 

• Patience 

• Modesty 

• Creativity 

• Resilience 
  
The musicians at St Matthew's will have exceeded the expectations of the National Curriculum and be well prepared for the 
secondary stages of their musical education. 

 
Whole School Summary 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception  

Me! My Stories  Everyone! Our World Big Bear Funk 
Reflect, Rewind 

and Replay 

Year 1  

Hey You!  
Rhythm In The 
Way We Walk 

and Banana Rap  
In The Groove 

Round and 
Round 

Your 
Imagination 

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

Year 2  

Hands, Feet, 
Heart  

Ho Ho Ho 
I Wanna Play 

In A Band  
Zootime 

Friendship 
Song 

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

Year 3 

Let Your Spirit Fly  
Glockenspiel Stage 

1  
Three Little 

Birds  
The Dragon Song  

Bringing Us 
Together  

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

Year 4  

Mamma Mia  
Glockenspiel Stage 

2 
Stop!  Lean On Me  Blackbird 

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

Year 5  



Livin’ On A Prayer  Classroom Jazz 1 
Make You Feel 

My Love  
The Fresh Prince 

of Bel-Air 
Dancing In The 

Street  

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

Year 6  

Happy Classroom Jazz 2 
A New Year 

Carol 
You’ve Got A 

Friend  
Music and Me 

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

                   
 
 

Music SMSC 

 
 
 
 
 



Vocabulary 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Autumn A pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
rap, improvise, 
compose, melody, 
bass guitar, drums,  
decks, perform 
  

Keyboard, drums, 
bass,  
electric guitars, 
saxophone, trumpet, 
pulse, rhythm,  
pitch, compose, 
perform, audience,  
melody, tempo 

Structure, 
introduction, verse, 
chorus, improvise, 
compose, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, tempo,  
dynamics bass, drums, 
guitar, keyboard, 
synthesizer, hook, 
melody 

Keyboard, electric 
guitar, bass, drums, 
improvise, compose, 
melody, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, texture, 
structure, hook, riff, 
solo, pentatonic scale, 
unison 

rock, structure, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch,  
bridge, backbeat, 
amplifier, tempo, 
texture,  
dynamics, chorus, 
bridge, riff, hook, 
improvise,  
compose 

style indicators, 
melody, compose,  
improvise, cover, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo,  
dynamics, timbre, 
texture, structure, 
dimensions of  
music, neo soul, 
producer, groove, 
Motown, hook,  
riff, solo 

Autumn B pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
rap, melody, singers, 
keyboard, bass, 
guitar, percussion,  
trumpets, 
saxophones, perform 

Keyboard, bass, 
guitar,  
percussion, trumpets, 
saxophones, pulse, 
rhythm,  
pitch, perform, 
audience, rap, 
improvise, dynamics,  
tempo 

Improvise, compose, 
pulse,  
rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, texture, 
structure, melody 

Rhythm patterns, 
compose, melody, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics, 
texture, structure 

appraising, Bossa 
Nova, syncopation,  
structure, Swing, 
tune/head, note 
values, note  
names, Big bands, 
improvise, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch,  
tempo, dynamics, riff, 
hook, solo 

Blues, Jazz, 
improvisation, by ear,  
melody, compose, 
improvise, pulse, 
rhythm,  
pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre, 
texture,  
structure, dimensions 
of music, hook, riff, 
solo 

Spring A Blues, Baroque,  
Latin, Irish Folk, Funk, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
compose, improvise, 
perform, groove 

Keyboard, drums,  
bass, electric guitar, 
rock, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch,  
improvise, compose, 
perform, audience,  
melody, dynamics, 
tempo 

Introduction, verse, 
chorus, bass,  
drums, electric guitar, 
keyboard, organ, 
backing vocals, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics,  
texture structure, 
compose, improvise, 
hook, riff,  melody, 
reggae 

  ballad, verse, chorus, 
interlude, tag  
ending, strings, piano, 
guitar, bass, drums, 
melody,  
compose, improvise, 
cover, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch,  
tempo, dynamics, 
timbre, texture, 
structure 

Melody, compose, 
improvise, cover,  
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics, 
timbre,  
texture, structure, 
dimensions of music, 
ostinato,  
phrases, unison, urban 
gospel 

Spring B keyboard, bass, 
guitar, percussion, 
trumpets, 
saxophones, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, 
improvise, compose, 
perform, audience 

Keyboard, drums, 
bass,  
electric guitar, reggae, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch,  
improvise, compose, 
perform, audience, 
melody,  
dynamics, tempo 

Keyboard, drums, 
bass, pentatonic  
scale, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo, 
dynamics,  
texture structure, 
compose, improvise, 
hook,  
melody 

Musical style, rapping, 
lyrics, choreography, 
digital/electronic 
sounds, turntables, 
synthesisers, drums, 
unison, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, texture, 
structure, compose, 
improvise, hook, riff, 
melody, solo 

Old-school Hip Hop, 
Rap, riff,  
synthesizer, deck, 
backing loops, Funk, 
scratching,  
unison, melody, 
compose, improvise, 
cover, pulse,  
rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre, 
texture,  
structure 

Melody, compose, 
improvise, cover,  
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics, 
timbre,  
texture, structure, 
dimensions of music, 
hook, riff,  
solo, civil rights, 
gender equality, 
unison, harmony 

Summer A keyboard, drums, 
bass, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, improvise, 
compose, perform,  
audience, imagination 

Keyboard, drums, 
bass,  
glockenspiel, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, 
improvise,  
compose, perform, 
audience, melody, 
dynamics,  
tempo 

Keyboard, drums, 
bass, imagination, 
improvise, compose, 
disco, pentatonic 
scale, pulse,  
rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, texture 
structure, hook, riff, 
melody 

Unison, by ear, 
notation, improvise, 
melody, pitch, rhythm, 
pulse, composition, 
backing vocal, piano, 
bass, drums, organ, 
tempo, dynamics, 
texture, structure, 
compose, improvise, 
hook, riff, melody, solo 

soul, groove, riff, bass 
line, backbeat,  
brass section, 
harmony, hook, 
melody, compose,  
improvise, cover, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo,  
dynamics, timbre, 
texture, structure 

Gender, racism, rap, 
lyrics, turntablist,  
DJing, producer, 
Electronic and 
Acoustic music. 

Summer B  
      Acoustic guitar, 

percussion, birdsong, 
civil rights, racism, 
equality, pentatonic 
scale, unison, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, texture, 
structure, compose, 
improvise, hook, riff, 
melody, solo 

    

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Progression 

The Interrelated Dimensions of Music 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Progression Charanga 
Listen and Appraise  Musical Activities  Perform and Share 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



 
Charang
a 
Receptio
n 

The 
children 
can:  

Enjoy listening to the 
music and respond 
through dancing 
Recognise and name 
some of the 
characters and stories 
in the songs.  
  
Find the pulse in 
different ways through 
marching/ jumping 
etc.  
Copy back the rhythm 
of their name.  
Copy sounds they can 
hear to distinguish 
high pitched sounds 
from low pitched 
sounds.  
Learn to sing the song 
in unison 
  
Chose a song and 
perform it with 
actions.  

Enjoy listening to the 
music and respond 
through dancing. 
Recognise and name 
some of the characters 
and stories in the songs.  
  
Find the pulse in 
different ways and show 
this through actions.  
Copy back a rhythm from 
the words of the song.  
Copy phrases from the 
songs to discuss high 
and low pitched sounds.  
Play a pitched note or 
sound in time.  
Learn to sing the song in 
unison with support and 
add actions.  
  
Choose one of the songs 
and perform with 
actions.  

Enjoy listening to music 
and responding to 
music through dance or 
movement of differing 
speeds.  
  
Find the pulse in 
different ways and 
show through actions.  
Copy back the rhythms 
or phrases in sons.  
Copy sounds heard to 
distinguish high and 
low pitched sounds.  
Play a one note pattern 
in time with the pulse.  
Learn to sing or rap in 
unison.  
Add actions to songs.  
  
Choose one of the 
songs and perform with 
actions.  
  

Enjoy listening to 
music and responding 
through dance or 
movement.  
  
Find the pulse in 
different ways and 
actions.  
Copy back the rhythms 
of phrases in the song.  
Copy sounds they can 
hear to distinguish 
high and low pitched 
sounds.  
Play a one note pattern 
in time with the pulse.  
Learn to sing songs in 
unison.  
  
Choose one of the 
songs to perform with 
actions.  

Enjoy listening to 
funk music.  
  
Find the pulse and 
show this through 
actions.  
Copy back the 
rhythm of words 
from video or song.  
Play the pulse with 
a pitched note.  
Learn to sing songs 
in unison and 
adding actions.  
  
Chose of the songs 
to perform with 
actions.  

Review and revisit 



 
Charang
a Year 1 

The 
children 
can: 

Find the pulse as they 
are listening to the 
song and understand 
it is the heartbeat of 
the music.  
Recognise and name 
two or more 
instruments they hear: 
make vocal, bass 
guitar, drums, decks.  
  
March inline with the 
pulse. 
Copy and clap back 
rhythms and find the 
rhythm of their name.  
Rap and sing in time to 
music. 
Play accurately and in 
time as part of the 
performance most 
playing C.  
Improvise in the 
lessons and as part of 
the performance.  
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms.  
  
Perform and share 

Find the pulse as they 
are listening to the song 
and understand it is the 
heartbeat of the music. 
Recognise and name two 
or more instruments they 
hear: singers, keyboard, 
bass, guitar, percussion, 
trumpets, saxophone.  
  
March to the pulse and 
clap back rhythms 
heard.  
Clap rhythm of their 
names.  
Rap and sing in time to 
the music. 
Start to understand that 
pitch is high and low 
sounds.  
  
Perform and share.  

Find the pulse and 
understand it is the 
heartbeat of the music.  
Identify five different 
musical styles: blues, 
baroque, latin, irish, 
folk, funk and name 
some.  
  
March to the pulse. 
Copy and clap back 
rhythms and the 
rhythm of their name.  
Together and in time 
sing. 
Play accurately and in 
time C. 
Improvise in lessons 
and as part of 
performance.  
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms.  
  
Perform and share.  

Find the pulse as they 
are listening and 
understand it is the 
heartbeat of the 
music.  
Recognise and name 
two or more 
instruments they hear: 
singers, keyboard, 
bass, percussion, 
trumpets and 
saxophones.  
  
Find the pulse and 
march to the pulse.  
Clap rhythms they 
hear and rhythm of 
their name.  
Sing songs together 
with actions.  
Play instruments 
accurately and in time 
playing D,F, C and D.  
Improvise in lessons 
and as part of the 
performance.  
  
Perform and share.  

Find the pulse as 
they are listing to 
the music and 
understand it is the 
heartbeat of the 
song.  
Recognise and 
name two or more 
instruments they 
hear: keyboard, 
drums, bass, 
female singer. 
  
Find the pulse.  
Copy and clap back 
rhythms and the 
rhythm of their 
name.  
Sing in unison and 
in two parts 
Play instruments 
accurately and in 
time playing C. 
  
Perform and share.  

Review and revisit 



 
Charang
a 

Year 2  
Children 
can: 

Find the pulse as they 
are listening to the 
song and understand 
that it is the heartbeat 
of the song. 
Recognise and name 
two or more 
instruments they hear: 
keyboard, bass, 
drums, electric 
guitars, saxophone, 
trumpet and vocals. 
  
March in time with the 
pulse 
Be an animal finding 
the pulse 
Clap rhythms and 
know they are different 
to pulses 
Copy and clap back 
rhythms. 
Play instrumental 
parts G,A and C 
Improvise in lessons 
and performance 
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms using mostly 
C and D 
  
Perform and Share.  

Find the pulse. 
Recognise that songs 
have a musical style 
Recognise names of 
some instruments and 
voices: singers, 
keyboard, bass, guitar, 
percussion, trumpets 
and saxophone.  
  
Find the pulse and 
march and be a rapper.  
Copy and clap back 
rhythms and rhythm of 
your name and favourite 
colour.  
Understand pitch- high 
and low sounds added to 
pulse and rhythm.  
Play instrumental parts 
in time G,A and B. 
Sing and rap together in 
time.  
Improvise using words.  
  
Perform and share.  

Find the pulse and 
know about rock 
music. 
Recognise and name 
some instruments they 
hear: keyboard, drums, 
bass, electric guitar, 
singers.  
  
Find the pulse and 
march. 
Clap and copy back 
rhythms. Clap rhythms 
of their name and 
colour. 
Sing and dance 
together using actions.  
Play accurately D and 
C. 
Improvise in lessons 
and in performance.  
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms.  
  
Perform and share. 

Find the pulse and 
know about reggae 
music.  
Recognise and name 
some of the 
instruments they hear: 
keyboard, drums, 
bass, electric guitar, 
singers.  
  
Find the pulse 
Clap and copy 
rhythms. Clap the 
rhythm of their name 
and favourite colour.  
Understand that high 
and low sounds can be 
added to pulse and 
rhythm. 
Sing and dance 
together intime using 
actions.  
Play instrumental 
parts C accurately and 
in time.  
Improvise in lessons 
and in performance.  
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms.  
  
Perform and share 

Find the pulse and 
know the unit is 
about being friends. 
Recognise and 
name some of the 
instruments they 
hear: Keyboard, 
drums, bass, 
female singer, 
glockenspiel.  
  
Decide how to find 
the pulse. 
Clap the rhythm of 
their name and 
favourite colour. 
Sing in two parts.  
Play instrumental 
parts accurately 
and in time E and G. 
Improvise in 
lessons and as part 
of performance.  
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms 
  
Perform and share 

Review and Revisit 



 
Charang
a Year 3 
  
The 
children 
can: 

Identify the piece’s 
structure 
(introduction, verse, 
chorus 
Identify instruments/ 
voices (male/ female, 
bass, drums, guitar, 
keyboard) 
Find the pulse whilst 
listening (rhythms, 
tempo change, 
dynamics) 
Complete rhythm 
patterns 
Use  C and sometimes 
D 
  

  
Objectives from 
charanga covered by 
music specialist 

  

Identify the piece’s 
structure (Introduction, 
chorus, verse…) 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices 
(bass, drums, electric 
guitar, keyboard, organ, 
male, backing vocals) 
Find the pulse (identify 
rhythms, tempo 
changes and dynamics) 
  
Use rhythm patterns 
Play C and sometimes 
D and read notes 
Improvise in lessons 
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms  
Play instrumental parts 
accurately 
  
  

Identify themes 
(kindness, respect, 
friendship, acceptance 
and happiness) 
Identify instruments/ 
voices (keyboard, 
drums, bass, female 
singer) 
Explain how the words 
of the song tell a story. 
  
Use rhythm patterns 
Play and read notes G 
and sometimes A 
Play instrumental 
parts 
  
  

Find the pulse 
whilst listening 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices 
you can here 
Explain how the 
words of the song 
tell a story 
  
Use rhythm 
patterns 
Understand notes C 
and A reading notes 
Play instruments 
accurately and in 
time.  
Compose a simple 
melody. 
  
  

 

 



 
Year 4 

  
The 

children 
can: 

Identify the piece’s 
structure: Intro, verse, 
bridge, chorus, 
introduction, verse, 
bridge, chorus. 
Identify the 
instruments/voices: 
Keyboard sounds 
imitating strings, a 
glockenspiel playing 
as a keyboard, electric 
guitar, bass, drums. 
Find the pulse  
  
To complete rhythm 
patterns. 
G sometimes A and 
reading notes.  
Singing in unison 
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms. 
  
  

 Objectives from 
charanga covered by 
music specialist 
  

Identify the structure: 
intro and verses with 
chorus 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices: 
digital/ electronic 
sounds, turntables, 
synthesizers, drums 
Find the pulse whilst 
listening 
  
Use rhythm patterns 
Use C and sometimes 
D reading notes 
Rap in unison and in 
parts 
Compose own rapped 
lyrics 
  
  

Identify the piece’s 
structure: Intro, verse, 
chorus, verse, bridge 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices: 
Male vocal, backing 
vocal, piano, bass, 
drums, organ 
Find the pulse whilst 
listening 
  
Complete rhythm 
patterns 
Play F sometimes G 
and reading notes 
Improvise in lessons 
Compose a simple 
melody using simple 
rhythms 
  
  
  

Identify the themes: 
equality, civil rights 
Identify 
instruments/ 
voices: solo male 
vocals and other 
male vocals, 
acoustic guitar, 
percussion 
Identify whether the 
words tell a story.  
  
Complete rhythm 
patterns 
C, sometimes D and 
reading notes 
Improvise in 
lessons and as part 
of performance 
Compose a simple 
melody using 
simple rhythms 
  
  

 

 



 
Year 5 

The 
children 

can: 

Identify the pieces 
structure: Intro, verse 
1, bridge, chorus... 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices: 
lead vocal, electric 
guitar, bass guitar, 
drums, keyboard. 
Find the pulse whilst 
listening 
  
Play G and A and read 
notes 
Sing in unison 
Play instrumental 
parts accurately and in 
time 
Improvise in lessons  
Compose a melody 
using simple rhythms 
and use as part f a 
performance. 
  
  

Objectives from 
charanga covered by 
music specialist 
  

Identify structure: 
piano intro, verse 1, 
verse 2,chorus, verse 3 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices: 
strings, piano, guitar, 
bass, drums 
Find the pulse as they 
are listening 
  
Use C and D and read 
notes 
Sing in unison 
Play instrumental parts 
accurately in time 
Improvise in lessons 
Compose a melody 
using simple rhythms 
  
  

Identify the pieces 
structure: piano intro, 
verse 1, verse 2, 
chorus 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices: 
looks, samples, decks, 
scratching, drums, 
base, synthesizer 
Find the pulse whilst 
listening 
  
Play D and E and 
reading notes 
Singing/ rapping 
Play instrumental 
parts accurately and in 
time as part of 
performance and from 
notation 
Improvise in the 
lessons 
Compose a melody 
using simple rhythms.  
  
  

Identify the piece’s 
structure: Intro, 
verse 1, chorus, 
bridge, verse 2… 
Identify 
instruments/ 
voices: female voice 
and female backing 
vocals, keyboard, 
drums, bass 
Find the pulse 
whilst listening 
  
Play F and G and 
reading notes 
Singing in two parts 
Play instrumental 
parts accurately 
and in time and 
through notation 
Improvise in the 
classroom 
Compose a melody 
using simple 
rhythms 
  
  

 

 



 
Year 6 

  
The 

children 
can: 

Describe the style 
indicators of the song/ 
music 
Describe the structure 
of the song 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices 
they can here 
Talk about the musical 
dimensions used in 
the song. 
  
A and G and reading 
notes 
Singing in two parts 
Play instrumental 
parts accurately and in 
time as part of the 
performance and from 
notation 
Improvise in lessons  
Compose a melody 
using simple rhythms 
  
  

  
Objectives from 
charanga covered by 
music specialist 
  
  

Describe the style 
indicators of the song/ 
music 
Describe the structure 
of the song 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices 
they can hear 
Talk about musical 
dimensions used in the 
song 
Describe the mood and 
story told.  
  
Learn to clap come of 
the rhythms used in the 
song 
Learn some musical 
phrases that are sung 
in the song. 
Singing in unison 
  
  

Describe the style 
indicators of the song/ 
music 
Describe the structure 
of the song 
Identify the 
instruments/ voices 
they can hear 
Talk about the musical 
dimensions used in 
the song. 
  
Play A, G and read 
notes 
Sing in unison 
Play C, D, E F by ear 
and from notation. 
Improvise in lessons 
and as part of the 
performance 
Compose a melody 
using simple rhythms 
Use notes AGE 
  
  
  

Talk about the 
music of the 
featured artists 
Talk about any 
musical connection 
with previous 
knowledge and 
understanding. 
  
Talk about why four 
female artists were 
chosen for the unit 
Talk about any key 
words or themes 
from the videos.  
  
Talk about how they 
planned and wrote 
their composition  
  
  
  

 

 

 
 
 

Music Specialist Planning 



 

 
 

Recorder Autumn 1 
NC Objective Focus 
  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the inter-
related dimensions of 
music 
  

Autumn 2 
NC Objective Focus 
  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the inter-
related dimensions of 
music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 

Spring 1 
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the inter-
related dimensions 
of music 
  

Spring 2  
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the inter-
related dimensions 
of music 
  

Summer 1 
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform 
in solo and 
ensemble 
contexts, using 
their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 
  

Use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using 
the inter-related 

Summer 2 
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform 
in solo and 
ensemble 
contexts, using 
their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 
  

Use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using 
the inter-related 



 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  
Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 

range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
  

dimensions of 
music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a 
wide range of 
high-quality live 
and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music 

  

dimensions of 
music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a 
wide range of 
high-quality live 
and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music 

 

 
 



 
Violin Understanding of pulse and rhythm  

and how they fit together. 
 Copycat rhythms with crotchets and quavers. 
 Clapping simple crotchet and quaver  
rhythms from notation. 
 Understanding of pitch  
Ability to read open strings on the stave. 
 Understanding and correct use of musical terms 
treble clef / stave/  barline / repea 
Care of instrument 
 How to hold violin including good posture 
 Names of open strings and understanding of pitch 
 Pizzicato tunes read from notation and played 
with backing tracks 
 Bowhold games 
 Bowing technique 
 Bowing rhythms 

Bowing simple open string pieces  
both from memory and reading from  
notation. Tunes to be performed with  
backing track. 
 Expanding bowing technique to include more 
complicated string  crossings and rhythms. 
Preparation for left hand finger placement. 
Copycat rhythms to include semiquavers, rests 
and minims. 
Reading the above rhythms from  notation. 
 Talk about dynamics and tempo using correct 
language – forte / piano /  crescendo / 
diminuendo / accelerando 

Place left hand fingers on to the string to 
play new notes. 
 Play tunes with new notes using simple 
number notation. 
 Play tunes with new notes reading  
from the stave 
Understand how to read new notes  
(left hand fingers) on the stave. 
Simple compositions using new notes 

 

Brass Autumn 1 NC 
Objective Focus Play 
and perform in solo 
and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression Listen 
with attention to 

Autumn 2  
NC Objective Focus  
Play and perform in solo  
and ensemble contexts,  
using their voices and  
playing musical 
instruments  
with increasing 
accuracy,  
fluency, control and  
expression  
Listen with attention to  
detail and recall sounds  

Spring 1 NC 
Objective Focus Play 
and perform in solo 
and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression Listen 
with attention to 

Spring 2 NC 
Objective Focus Play 
and perform in solo 
and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression Listen 
with attention to 

Summer 1 NC 
Objective Focus 
Play and perform 
in solo and 
ensemble 
contexts, using 
their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 

Summer 2 NC 
Objective Focus 
Play and perform 
in solo and 
ensemble 
contexts, using 
their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 



 
detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory Use and 
understand staff and 
other musical 
notations Improvise 
and compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using the 
inter related 
dimensions of music 
Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians Develop 
an understanding of 
the history of music 

with increasing aural  
memory  
Use and understand staff  
and other musical 
notations  
Improvise and compose  
music for a range of  
purposes using the inter 
related dimensions of 
music  
Appreciate and 
understand  
a wide range of high-
quality  
live and recorded music  
drawn from different  
traditions and from great  
composers and 
musicians  
Develop an 
understanding  
of the history of music 

detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory Use and 
understand staff and 
other musical 
notations Improvise 
and compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using the 
inter related 
dimensions of music 
Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians Develop 
an understanding of 
the history of music 

detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory Use and 
understand staff and 
other musical 
notations Improvise 
and compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using the 
inter related 
dimensions of music 
Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians Develop 
an understanding of 
the history of music 

expression Listen 
with attention to 
detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory Use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 
Improvise and 
compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using 
the inter related 
dimensions of 
music Appreciate 
and understand a 
wide range of 
high-quality live 
and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
Develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music 

expression Listen 
with attention to 
detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory Use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 
Improvise and 
compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using 
the inter related 
dimensions of 
music Appreciate 
and understand a 
wide range of 
high-quality live 
and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
Develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music 

 
 
 
 



 
Clarinet Autumn 1 

NC Objective 
Focus 

  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for 
a range of purposes 
using the inter-
related dimensions 
of music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-

Autumn 2 
NC Objective Focus 
  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions and 

Spring 1 
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the inter-
related dimensions 
of music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 

Spring 2  
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 
  

Use and understand 
staff and other 
musical notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music for 
a range of purposes 
using the inter-
related dimensions 
of music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 

Summer 1 
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform 
in solo and 
ensemble 
contexts, using 
their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 
  

Use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of 
music 
  

Summer 2 
NC Objective 

Focus 
  

Play and perform 
in solo and 
ensemble 
contexts, using 
their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression 
  

Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 
  

Use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 
  

Improvise and 
compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of 
music 
  



 
quality live and 
recorded music 
drawn from different 
traditions and from 
great composers 
and musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of 
the history of music 

from great composers 
and musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
  

music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
  

music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a 
wide range of 
high-quality live 
and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music 
  

Appreciate and 
understand a 
wide range of 
high-quality live 
and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
  

Develop an 
understanding of 
the history of 
music 
 

 



 

Musical Progression 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 

Knowledge Organisers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


